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IN RE JAMAL C. HARRIS 

 
APPLYING FOR  SUPERVISORY WRIT FROM THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,  

PARISH OF JEFFERSON, STATE OF LOUISIANA, DIRECTED TO THE HONORABLE  

DONALD A. ROWAN, JR., DIVISION "L", NUMBER 20-5861 

    

Panel composed of Judges Marc E. Johnson,  

Stephen J. Windhorst, and John J. Molaison, Jr. 
 

WRIT DENIED 

  

 Relator/defendant, Jamal Harris, filed a pro se petition for writ of mandamus, 

asserting that on December 23, 2024, he filed a motion for speedy trial, and the trial 

court has not set his motion for hearing.  He also contends he filed a motion to quash 

the indictment that has not been addressed.   

 Mandamus is an extraordinary remedy that is used to compel the performance 

of ministerial duties imposed by law when ordinary means fail to provide adequate 

relief or when delays in obtaining ordinary relief may cause in injustice.  La. C.C.P. 

arts. 3861-3863; Lewis v. St. John the Baptist Parish Through Cador, 22-43 (La. 

App. 5 Cir. 10/19/22), 351 So.3d 734, 738-739.  In cases where a writ of mandamus 

is filed to compel a trial court to rule on a motion, this court has recognized the 

importance of ensuring that the trial court fulfills its duty to address pending 

motions.  See e.g., Davis v. Lopinto, 25-130 (La. App. 5 Cir. 04/08/25), 2025 WL 

1042703 (unpublished writ disposition); Durall v. Darensburg, 24-141 (La. App. 5 

Cir. 09/10/24), 2024 WL 4131867 (unpublished writ disposition).  Therefore, in the 



 

2 

 

interest of justice, and in an effort to use reasonable diligence in determining whether 

the trial court has fulfilled its duty to rule on the alleged pending motions indicated 

in relator’s writ of mandamus, this court has reviewed the trial record, as this is the 

most reasonable, efficient, and logical way for us to determine if relator is entitled 

to mandamus relief.   

 Defendant has failed to provide copies of the pro se motions that were 

allegedly filed and not ruled on by the trial court.  Nevertheless, in the interest of 

justice, the record shows that another pro se motion for speedy trial was filed by 

relator on January 2, 2025, not December 23, 2024.  The record indicates that this 

pro se motion was set for February 3, 2025.  The February 3, 2025 minute entry 

indicates that counsel for defendant was present, waived defendant’s presence, and 

requested a continuance, and the trial court reset the hearing for May 1, 2025.  The 

minute entry further indicates that counsel for defendant stated he “will not adopt 

Defendant’s speedy trial motion.”  The record indicates that defendant’s motion was 

continued and reset several times and is currently set for November 10, 2025.  

Therefore, because defendant’s motion was continued and reset, defendant is not 

entitled to mandamus relief at this time.   

Additionally, as to defendant’s pro se motion to quash, the record shows 

defendant has filed numerous pro se motions to quash over the course of this 

proceeding and this court is unable to determine which motion to quash the 

defendant contends was not ruled on or set for hearing in the current writ application.  

Therefore, on the showing made, relator is not entitled to mandamus relief. 

Accordingly, on the showing made, this writ application is denied.   

Gretna, Louisiana, this 24th day of October, 2025. 
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